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Mae Liza Copeland
Age 92 years

Interviewed by Leigh Cravin and Charlotte Hamilton
22 Feb 2004

Q. When was the first time you joined church?  How old

were you when you first joined church?

A.  Twelve

Q.  You were twelve years old?

A.  Yes!

Q.  And what church was that?

A.  Ebenezer Baptist Church

Q.  So that was the first church you joined?  Do you

remember who the preacher was?

A.  I guess so, because I went to school with him.  Dave W alker!

Q.  Dave Walker?

A.  Dave W alker, he was like lightning, I mean he could preach.  Oh, W ee!  Dave W alker.

Q.  So how long did you, did you always belong to just that one church?

A.  Yes, I never did roam about from church to church when..I joined and I stayed there for years.  Our pastor his

name was Elder Teele, he looked like a white man…..

Q.  Elder Teele…

A.  Teele, He looked like a white man.

Q.  So what would you tell kids today about going to church?  So what would you tell the people now

about going to church?

A.  W hat would I tell them?  I would tell them that everybody ought to go to Church because everybody has to

save your own soul.  Everybody ought to go to church.

Q.  When was the first time you read your Bible through?  Have you read your Bible all the way through?

A.  No, I have read part of it………

Q.  What is your favorite chapter in the Bible?  Your favorite book of the Bible?

A.  I couldn't tell you that now.

Q.  Do you remember the story of Job?

A.  Yes

Q.  Do you remember the story of Noah?  And the flood?

A.  Noah, built the Ark!

Q.  Noah, built the Ark!

Q.  And how many days did it rain after the built that ark?  And how many days did it rain?  How many

days did it rain after he built that ark?

A.  I can say it rained 40 days and 40 nights!  Yes!

Q.  Forty days and forty nights!  So you don't get to go to church too much right now?

A.  Yes, Oh, yes, I go to Sunday School and …..at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Dave W alker is Pastor.  So, when he

first started preaching my brother said … Dave, I knew he could preach.  That Dave was like a lightning strike, I

mean he could preach.
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Q.  So when you went to Ebenezer Baptist church was there a lot of people attending that church?

A.  All kinds of colors….

Q.  So everybody should go to church?  So when you were a little girl did you go to church with your

parents?  Did your mom and dad take you to church?

A.  Yes, my papa and my mama went to Ebenezer Baptist Church and my papa joined Brown Springs Baptist

Church.

Q.  Where is your father buried?  Where is your papa buried?

A.  He is buried up there on W esley Road.

Q.  Wesley Creek Road?  Is your mother buried there too?

A.  My mother is living.

Q.  Oh, your mother is living?

A.  My father died.  He was raised in South Carolina and he came to Texas with my mother.  I got one brother right

here…

Q.  Did you ever teacher Sunday School?

A.  Yes, mamm!  Yes, mamm!  I teach Sunday School every Sunday Morning.

Q.  But you used to go to Jasper Church sometimes didn't you?  Did you ever use to walk down to Jasper

Church?

A.  I think I been to ever Church up there … Jasper, New Canaan, Bethel and Shiloh ….

Q.  Have you ever been to Jerusalem Church?

A.  All of them!  W hen they had dinner on the ground there would be so many people there.

Q.  I remember dinner on the grounds, and they would have all kinds of people bring up big old trunks full

of food.

A.  They would have a table out there on the … set the tables and say everybody come to the dinner ….

Q.  They used to do that once a year, didn't they?

A.  Oh, Yeah!

Q.  Did you ever use to go to Associations?

A.  Yes, Associations!  W e would … and my brother …. W e going to the Association.  W e went to Saturday and

stayed til the night and then we come home.

Q.  So how many days did the Associations used to run?

A.  It would start that morning and run till night and close out it would be so many people 'til the cars couldn't park

for the Associations.

Q.  It would be a lot of preaching and singing.

A.  Oh, W EE!  All preachers would turn out when it came to Associations.

Q.  Did you ever sing in the church choir?  Did you ever sing in the church choir?

A.  Yes!

Q.  Did you ever sing a solo all by yourself?

A.  No.

Q.  You didn't do that?

A.  On a Friday, the teacher at our church would say the … My teacher was she was named Miss Almeda.

Q.  Almeda, That was your teacher's name?

A.  Yes.

Q.  So you used to sing in the choir and sing and teach Sunday School?



Oral History

Oral History  Mae Liza Copeland page 3 of 8

Q.  Were you ever an Usher or on the Usher Board?

A.  Yes, …. And New Canaan Baptist Church … my papa would say … It don't have to be one Baptist God … One

Lord, One Faith and One Baptism.

Q.  That's right.  There was no Baptist God.

A.  No, it ain't no Baptist God.  I tell you what … One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism.

A.  Pray and be baptized …. You got to repent of your sins.  Yea!

Q.  You got to repent of your sins?  So that is what you tell everybody today?  So what would you tell all

these young kids today?

A.  Oh!  Some people got some good ones and some of them will cuss you out … these children will cuss you out,

the parents …. They say cuss that nigger out, they have gotten bad about cussing – that's what they teach them.

Q.  They don't raise the children right.

A.  No, W hen I was going to school, the teacher would whip a child that would beat your legs with switches and it

would start bleeding.  They had to call that doctor out there, and stop the blood.  That woman was so mad she

jumped on that school teacher. … yeah they had a fight, she had a temper.

Q.  When you were little did you mother ever spank you?  Did your mother have to give you whippings

when you were little.

A.  No, she didn't have to whip me because I would mind her.  I mind her.

Q.  And kids went to church and they were real quiet back then.

A.  Yes, cause the teacher would ask those children "Is Mae Liza Shead here?  I would be so quiet in the school

house.

Q.  So they had to ask about you because you were so quiet?

A.  Yes, those other children would be up talking and whispering and going on.  I would be sitting there looking at

them.

Q.  So, when you first started going to church did they have church every Sunday or every other Sunday.

A.  Oh, every 2  Sunday at Ebenezer Church … a long time ago …nd

Q.  A long time ago.  So do you remember when Dave Walker was the preacher?

A.  Dave W alker, yeah, I went to school with Dave.  W hen he first started to preach they say … you know Dave

trying to preach.  I said Dave's the best preacher ever come in the church house, what you talking about ….. I said

what you talking about, I mean, I knew he could preach.  His wife was named Ella James…..I went to school with

all of them up there.

Q.  So when you first started going to church did you and your daddy go in the wagon in the mule and the

wagon?  How did you get to church?

A.  No, we had a bare horse and a buggy.  W e never did walk to church.  W e would ride … and people and church

back then and I say nowadays, I say they just playing church.

Q.  Playing church now!

A.  Back then they would have church, now they are playing church.  Oh, W ee!  The church I belong to, I belong to

a Methodist Church, Methodist Church, and then they have a sanctified church down in Tucker, Oh, I mean they

had church …. A Holiness Church.

Q.  They still have them.  They still call it the Holiness church.  They play the tambourines. 

A.  Yes, one of those preachers … a woman used to pick a guitar.

Q.  So the lady used to pick a guitar in the church?

A.  Yes, I remember that woman could pick that guitar.

Q.  Do you think it is okay to pick a guitar in the church?  You think its okay for people to play guitars and

play that music in the church?

A.  I don't know about that, I guess so if, they got a whole lot of the churches, they got one in Tucker, one in

Neches and they have music and dinner on the ground.
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Q.  So when you went to church, when you were a little girl, they didn't have any pianos?  Do they have a

piano when you started going to church?

A.  Oh, we they had a woman who lived in Palestine …. I remember that woman played that piano.  I mean that

woman could play that piano.

Q.  Used to be that people played the piano real good in church.

A.  They would go to school and take music lessons.

Q.  Went to school and took music lessons.  Did you ever play piano?

A.  No.

Q.  Never did?

A.  They got a Methodist Church …. They have a Holiness Church, Baptist Church, a Sanctified/Holiness Church,

down there where they had that Holiness Church.  Oh, it would be so many people there and picking the guitar …

and the people would sing … Oh W ee … Yea, Holiness Church.  Some people call it sanctified churches.

Q.  So were there a lot of children in church when you were growing up?  Were there a lot of kids that

came to church?

A.  Oh yea!  Everybody would carry their children and train them and teach them right.

Q.  People don't do that anymore do they?

A.  No, you try to chastise them, and they go home and tell your mama and they will come to cuss you out and tell

you to tend to your …. Business.  That's what they will say.  They bad about that.

Q.  Do you know what day of the week it is today?  Today is Saturday.

A.  Yea, I know.  See I have a calendar to tell me.  I look on the calendar.

Q.  You look on the calendar.

A.  I love to ask somebody, but I just look on the calendar and tell what day it is.  It is 7 days in a week.

Q.  So, what time do you go to bed?

A.  I go about 10:00.  I stay up and study my lesson.

Q.  Your Sunday School lesson?

A.  Yea, before I go to bed.

Q.  And what time do you usually get up?  Now when you were little, now what time did you all usually get

up in the morning?

A.  Daylight!

Q.  Daylight?

A.  Because we had cows to milk and we had to feed the hogs.

Q.  And when you went to school, how far did you go in school?  What grade did you go to in school?

A.  I went to the 6  grade.  Yes.th

Q.  And that was it?  What church was that?  What school was that?

A.  Chapel Hill!

Q.  And you went to the 6  grade.th

Q.  So you didn't go past the 6  grade.th

A.  No, I finished the 6  grade.th

Q.  Well, you sure are smart.

A.  My papa wanted me to go when I got older … but somebody asked me the other day … Mae Liza you can't

read and you can't write?  I said, sho, I went to school; kids go to school and don't learn nothing.



Oral History

Oral History  Mae Liza Copeland page 5 of 8

Q.  Went to school and didn't learn anything.

A.  Some of them went to school to fight, my brother …. Couldn't do nothing with those boys.

Q.  So he went to school to fight?

A.  Yea, he was a fighter.  My mama got hold of him … and all he would do was go to school to fight them boys.

Q.  He went to school just for decoration?

A.  I mean he would fight.  He got a whipping every day.  He and Jim Callier, he was the first cousin to my papa. 

He would say, come here, I'm show gonna whip you.  I mean he would whip them too.

Q.  You never did get any whippings in school?  You were real  quiet.  Learning your lessons.

A.  Oh No, I was quiet … my mama say … I never was womanish!

Q.  Yes, that is what they used to say, mannish, and a little womanish thang.

A.  Yes, that's what they would say, "little womanish thang"  (Laughing)  That was a long time ago.

Q.  Yes, that's been a long time.

A.  I know one little girl, the teacher … she whip that girl and choked that girl and started bleeding and they told me

to go down there … and call Dr. to stop her leg from bleeding.

Q.  Do you remember Dr. Holland?

A.  Yes!  W ho didn't know him?  Everybody knows Dr. Holland.  Yea, Dr. Holland was a good doctor … you could

call him any time of the night and he would help you.  Yes, it's been a long time.

Q.  Did you ever know Mr. Clay Walker?

A.  Clay W alker!  W ho don't know Clay W alker!  He show can preach (confusing with Dave Walker) … when he

first started preaching about twenty eight years old … his wife is named Ella J. W alker.  She shoo told I ain't

shame of my name … I mean Dave could preach.

Q.  So you feel pretty good most days?  You don't feel tired?

A.  No!  I don't feel tired.  Honey, I, when I was at home I would be working all day long.  If I am tired, I just go

down and lay down and rest.

Q.  Do you have any visitors?  Now when you all growing up, did you ever watch television? Did you ever

watch television when you were growing up?

A.  It wasn't any television when I was growing up.

Q.  But did you have a radio?

A.  Yes, we had a record player.

Q.  But you never did watch any television?

A.  No, it wasn't any when I was a little girl.  The first time I seen it, I didn't eve know what it was.  I said 'what is

that'?  They said 'that is a television'.

Q.  Do you remember when they didn't have electric lights?

A.  Oh, Yeah!  I remember when they oil, coal oil lamps.  Lamps and a lantern.  Lamps were like gold.

Q.  Lamps and a lantern.  Lamps were like gold.

Q.  And the lamps had a wick in them, didn't they.

A.  Oh yea!.  W e would get in before it would get dark.  W e would put in the oil.  Now they got electric lights.

Q.  Just flip the switch.

A.  Yea!  They got electric lights.

Q.  Things sure have changed over the years, haven't they?

A.  Yes, electric lights … Everybody got hot water.

Q.  People get in cars and go fast.

A.  Oh, back then they had ox wagons.  Two oxes to go to church in.
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Q.  So now they just turn the key in the car and go.

A.  Now they go in the cars.  Yea we going to church, crank those cars so we can go.

Q.  Everybody owns a car.

A.  ….my papa pick cotton … we made good corn and cotton …. A horse and buggy … And he learned how  to

drive.  My husband, Sam Copeland.  That was my husband. Yea, everybody owns a car now.  He was a lot older

than me.

Q.  Where is your husband buried?

A.  He is buried in Magnolia Cemetery.

Q.  Magnolia Cemetery

A.  Yes, they have a white cemetery … white folks, they don't bury colored, nothing but whites …

Q.  Have you ever digged sweet potatoes?  Did you ever dig sweet potatoes?

A.  Oh yea!  My papa would raise potatoes and sell them by the bushel.

Q.  Have you ever put them in the heater and roasted them and bake them?

A.  No, we would put them in the stove.

Q.  You would put them in the stove.

A.  W e would wash them and put them in a pan.

Q.  Have you ever made crackling bread?

A.  Oh yea, lots of crackling bread.

Q.  People used to kill hogs and they don't do that anymore.

A.  My papa did.  He raised hogs.  They killed hogs and he got a smokehouse.

Q.  What time did they kill the hogs?  Was it about winter time?

A.  Oh, it would be when the weather would get cold around December.

Q.  When the weather would get cold?

A.  That was so many years ago.

Q.  So, did you all have a bunch of chickens too?

A.  My mama would raise chickens, turkeys, and guineas and she raised ducks.

Q.  She raised guineas and ducks?

A.  Yes she raised ducks and she raised hens….

Q.  I remember one lady had some peacocks!  Have you ever seen Peacocks?

A.  Yes.

Q.  It a chicken that has that big ole tail on the back of it.

A.  Oh yea!  My mama raised turkeys, she sold turkeys every year.

Q.  When you were little what did you get for Christmas?  

A.  W hat did I get for Christmas?  W hatever anybody would give me!

Q.  What anybody would give you?

A.  Yea!  W hatever anybody would give me.  In June for 19  of June, everybody would make a cake and make ice-th

cream.  Make birthday cakes and egg custard.  Do you know how to make an egg custard?

Q.  Yes, Mam!  Do you think everybody is going to Heaven?

A.  Hm!

Q.  Is everybody going to Heaven?

A.  No!  The Bible says nothing but the pure in heart shall see God.  He's coming back after the Church without a
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spot or a wrinkle.

Q.  So everybody who thinks they are going to heaven might not be going?  So everybody is not going to

heaven?

A.  Yes, if you live right and do right when you die you go to Heaven…but if you are a hell raiser, and cussing,

when you die you go to hell.

Q.  And you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior?  You accept Jesus as your Savior?

A.  Yes

Q.  You know he is the Song of God!

A.  I know a boy I went to school with … Dave W alker, when he first started preaching, oh, ….yea, he sure could

preach.   Best preacher ever in the house.

Q.  When he preached he just sounded like he was rolling?

A.  Oh, rolled!  W hen he sang, folks would be shouting and jumping, and hollering.

Q.  People used to shout a lot in Church, didn't they?

A.  Oh wee, what you talking about!

Q.  So you used to have to go and fan them …. I remember some big lady used to get and fall out shouting

in church. 

A.  They got a Holiness Church, Sanctified Church in Tucker, we sure, I remember, those folks would be so tired,

and that woman played the piano.

Q.  The tambourine, the guitars and the piano and picking that guitar.

A.  Yea some women could pick the guitar.

Q.  So they were having Church?

A.  Yea, I was too!  W hat you talking about!

A.  You would hear them way down before you would get to the Church House.

Q.  You would hear them way down road.

A.  Yes, you would be coming down the roads.  I say these folks just playing church.

Q.  Just playing church.  Methodist and Baptist.

 A.  I would tell them …nothing but pure hearts, God's coming for a church without a spot or a wrinkle.

Q.  Church got all kinds of wrinkles in them now.

A.  Folks got all kinds of wrinkles.  Some of them lie, some of them steal, and talking about folks, some like to

cuss.

Q.  Most people don't believe that anybody is going to hell!  They don't believe in hell.

A.  If you want to live right….you go to love everybody.  You can't hate anybody they ask me do you love white

folks, yea and colored too!  One thing about the white man you let somebody get in jail and they get you out…

Q.  Were you sick a lot?  Have you been sick a lot in your life, have you?  You have been real healthy,

haven't you?

A.  I been operated on.

Q.  What kind of operation?

A.  I had a blood tumor.

Q.  You had a blood tumor?

A.  I say, it was big as a coconut…

Q.  So yours was big as a coconut?  So you had a tumor the size of a coconut?

A.  Yea, I called the doctor and my mama said to operate to remove the tumor.
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Q.  So they had to operate on the tumor?

A.  So they wanted to tie me to the table.

Q.  So they wanted to tie you to the table?  So they gave you a shot?

A.  So when they cut you, you don't feel a thing.

Q.  So when they cut you, you don't feel a thing.  So they took that tumor out.

A.  Yes, my cousin Ella…she waited 2 days…she waited too late, and she didn't pull through.  They carried her to

the hospital.  They put her in the bed and one of them gave her a shot.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

