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Mr. Charlie & Otis Rae (Fitzgerald) Jenkins
Springfield, Anderson County, Texas

May 30, 1995
Interviewed by Pauline Mitchell Pierce

There was a school called Doodlebug Ranch school same time as Price’s Chapel.  About the time of

Price’s Chapel  “Here’s the reason I know”, Abel Price was a young man and he lived over there in the

forks of the creek, that’s the Abel that used to run the store.  Now he was a young man, that was probable

about 1900 and he rode a horse from Price’s Chapel across the Creek onto Doodlebug and taught school

for $40.00 a month.  

Q.  What happened to Doodlebug Ranch School?

A.  People just moved away until there wasn’t anybody left.  At one time there was 25 to 30 houses over

there.  

Q.  Has  it always been called Doodlebug?

A.  No, they called it Smith’s Ranch at one time, and Doodlebug.  Known by that name more than

anything.  Smith Ranch, a man by the name of Smith owned all of that and he had his own school or they

had their own school.

Q.  About when did Price’s Chapel Start?

A.  Don’t know

Q.  Well, when was the church started?

A.  Otis Rae might can tell you that, I can’t.  They had two churches over there.  One down by the

Cemetery (Price’s Chapel) and one was right where Rain’s trailer house, where Clinton Price lives just

east of them, right on the right of the road.  Now I can remember, I was very small when there was a

church house there and if they had any school they had to have it in the church because that was the only

building there.  I guess that’s what they did at Price’s Chapel too, wasn’t it?  That was Price’s Chapel. 

W ell they had the school and church in the same building.  They had two buildings, two church buildings

there.  Then they built a church out on the road and they had school in it, and over here at Stafford, Tucker

Cemetery, there was a one room school there called Tucker school, and they consolidated and went

together.  Now, I don’t’ know what time that was, but my mother and Otis Rae’s mother went to school

there.

Q.  What was it called?

A.  I have no idea.  I have no idea what it was called.

Q.  Do you know Mrs. Otis?

A.  No, I never heard anybody say it.  Now when I was a little old kid, I came along there and my daddy

showed me where it was, set out there and the only way you could tell then where the schoolhouse was,

was there was some china berries growing out there, and that was 70 years ago and the school had been

gone long enough it had done grown up enough you couldn’t tell where it was.

Q.  Where did you start to school at?  

A.  I started to school at Springfield, 70 years ago.  Right over there were the school was at.  Right over

there, three teacher school, but I don’t know when it was organized and I know my older sister went to

school and my older brother went to school there (Springfield).

Q.  When was your older sister born? 

A.  She was born in 1902, so she started to school at 7 years of age, 1909 she went to school there but I

don’t know.  Now my mother she married, she was 18 (?) born in 1882 and she married 1900. She was

18, she went to school over there (Tucker School) now I don’t know the name of it, she didn’t go to school

at Springfield, and she went over there, Tucker Corner.  Tucker – Price’s Chapel Consolidated. 
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Q.  When did you start to school?

A.  I was 7 years old.  I was born in 1912, so that would make it 1919.

Q.  How many kids were there in the school?

A.  I have no idea.

Q.  How many do you remember in your class?

A.  I have no idea.

Q.  But there was 3 teachers in the whole school?  Do you remember any of the students that were

in the school?

A.  Yea – me.  W ell in my grade when I started to school there was me and Arthur Lee Rodgers, Arlene

W ard, John Billy Thompson, Raymond Stafford.  That’s all I remember in my grade, starting out.  Now

there was some more, there was a Lawhorn boy I believe, no probably wasn’t because Oliver was

younger than me and W alter was older, so wasn’t one of them.  Earlene was older than I was.  W hat about

Alma, she had started to school she oughted been in that grade.  Alma Price, Reagan’s (Jenkins) wife’s

sister.  W e started to school together.  Opal Loyd’s (Price) oldest sister.  There were seven or eight or ten

in our class that started to school, maybe more than that, that’s all I can remember.  

Q.  You didn’t have Jo Trammell for a teacher did you?

A.  That was later, I was up nearly grown when Jo Trammel taught there.  

Q.  You were probably as old as she was weren’t you?

A.  No no really, because she taught Daddy and well she started out when she was young – she did –

started out when she was young – she died – right out of school and took her teaching – You could go to

Palestine then and take a teaching exam for $10.00 and if you past it, get your teachers certificate.  She

taught for about 10 years – she taught at Springfield and my brother thought (Mrs. Otis speaking) she was

the grandest thing.  I don’t know how long she taught here seems to me she taught there more than one

year.  That book, I think just lists her as one year.  I remember her well but I was up in high school age

when she taught there, and I think she taught in the lower grades.  

Q.  Do you know when Springfield school closed?

A.  Consolidated with S.B.S.  W hen did the school burn ma-ma?  The year Bob was born in 1933.  But

then they built back there.  I went to school there last in 1929.  That’s about the time the high school part

of it closed.  
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