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Charlotte Hamilton
Interviewed by Leigh Cravin

22 Feb 2004

Q.  What is your name?

A.  Charlotte Hamilton

Q.  What church do you play for?

A.  Grant Chapel

Q.  You play for Grant Chapel?

A.  Grant Chapel and Morning Star and other churches.

Q.  Oh, is that right?  Do you ever remember Garland

Wilson?

A.  Yes.   That is my dad!......They had a little hamburger place. 

Sure did.

Q.  How is he doing?

Q.  He is doing fine.  And on his tractor and out in the garden.  So when you started taking music did you

just pick it up by ear?

A.  No, I took music.

Q.  Do you still play Amazing Grace?

A. Yes  (piano playing in the background by Charlotte Hamilton, and she was singing that old gospel song

Amazing Grace)

Q.  How old were you when you first started playing the piano?

A.  W hat do you mean?  W hen I first started taking music?

Q.  Yes ma'am.

A.  I think I was about eight or nine years old.

Q.  Now, your mother taught you to play?

A.  No, No.  Now she could play, but I had a music teacher.  Then I started playing for churches.

Q.  Now a lot of kids don't take music now.  They are too busy on the computers and watching TV.

A.  Now what are you going to do with this?

Q.  I want people to hear it…all of this talent.  Yes, Ma'am!  We have so many kids now that don't play

music.  The churches have pianos and nobody playing them … and that is such a shame.

A.  I just picked it up and started playing had have been playing ever since.

Q.  Were you born in Anderson County?

A.  Yes, here in Palestine.

Q.  Who were your parents?

A.  Goldberg and Becky Green!

Q.  OK, but your last name is Hamilton?

A.  Yes, I am a Hamilton now.

Q.  I know some Hamilton's.

A.  Do you know Grover Hamilton?
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Q.  Yes, Leonard!

A.  That's my son.

Q.  That's your son?  Leonard and I finished high school together.

A.  You did, that's my son.

Q.  Is that right?  We graduated from high school the same year.

A.  Really!  Then my oldest son Reginald, I don't know if you know him or not.

Q.  No, I don't know him, Reginald, but I know Goldberg.

A.  Goldberg is teaching.

Q.  I know Leonard is deceased and he was in Viet Nam.

Q.  Well, I sure do thank you for playing for us.  Thank you so much!  I guess it is just about dinner time.
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